Notice of Meeting
of the Keene City Council

Thursday, June 20, 2019
Gary Heinrich
Mayor
Lisa Parrish
Place I

Cheryl Schram
Place II

James Belz
Place III

Rob Foster
Ward I

Gwen Beeson
Mayor Pro Tem (Ward II)

Robert Cooper
Ward III

Notice is hereby given that a Regular Meeting of the City Council of the
City of Keene will be held on Thursday, June 20, 2019 at 6:00 PM at the
Keene City Hall, located at 1000 N Old Betsy Rd (FM 2280), Keene,
Texas, in the City Council Chambers.
City Hall is wheelchair accessible. The entry ramp is at the front with entry at
the front entrance to City Hall. Reasonable accommodations to furnish
auxiliary aids or assistance to assist persons with special needs will be
provided when forty-eight (48) hours advance notice is given. Please contact
the City Secretary at 817-641-3336.

Agenda

Keene City Council

June 20, 2019

Call to order and certification of quorum
Invocation & Pledge of Allegiance to the Flags of United States and Texas Flag.
Pledge of Allegiance to the Texas Flag: Honor the Texas flag; I pledge allegiance to
thee, Texas, one state under God, one and indivisible.
1. Public Comments
(Citizens are invited to speak on any topic; however, unless the item is specifically
noted on this agenda, the City Council is required under the Texas Open Meetings
Act to limit its response to one of the following: Responding with a statement of
specific factual information or reciting the City’s existing policy on that issue;
or Directing the person making the inquiry to visit with City Staff about the issue. (No
Council deliberation is permitted.) Citizens are required to stand when speaking,
state their name and address and the comment time is limited to three (3) minutes.
The amount of time given to the public to speak may be changed at any time at the
Mayor’s discretion.)
2. Mayor's Comments
3. Discussion and possible action regarding the cancellation of the July 4, 2019
Regular Council Meeting.
4. Discussion and possible action regarding Animal Control.
5. Discussion and possible action regarding Splash Station project.
6. Discussion and possible action regarding ratification of contract with Palestine
Drilling & Well Services to repair Well #1 in the amount of $78,000.
7. Presentation and discussion regarding FY 19-20 proposed budget for the City’s
Debt Service Fund.
8. Presentation and discussion regarding Five-Year Capital Improvement Plan.
9. Discussion and possible action regarding use of remaining loan proceeds from
2017 Certificates of Obligation bonds to fund water and sewer capital projects.

10. Executive Session: Pursuant to the Open Meetings Act, Chapter 551, Texas
Government Code, Sections 551.071 (consultation with attorney), 551.072 (real
property), 551.073 (prospective gifts), 551.074 (personnel matters), 551.076
(security matters), 551.087 (economic development). Executive Session may be
held, under these exceptions, at the end of the Regular Session, Workshop and/or
Special Session, or at any time during the meeting that a need arises for the City
Council to seek advice from the City Attorney as to the posted subject matter of
this City Council Meeting.
a. Promotion of Don Martin to Public Works Director - 551.074 (personnel
matters).
11. Reconvene into Open Session for possible action resulting from any item posted
discussed in Executive Session.
12. Adjourn.
I, the undersigned authority, do hereby certify that the above Notice of Meeting of the
City Council of Keene, Texas is a true and correct copy of said Notice and that I posted
a true and correct copy of said notice on the official bulletin board of City Hall, a place
convenient and readily accessible to the general public at all times, and that said notice
was posted on or before 6:00 P.M., Monday, June 17, 2019.

City Secretary, Holly Owens, T.R.M.C.

City Council
Agenda Item Report
JUNE 20, 2019
Contact – Holly Owens, citysecretary@keenetx.com

SUBJECT:

DISCUSSION

AND POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING THE
CANCELLATION OF THE JULY 4, 2019 REGULAR COUNCIL
MEETING.

1. FINDINGS/CURRENT ACTIVITY
Currently based on the calendar, we are scheduled to have a City Council meeting on
July 4, 2019. City offices are closed due to the holiday.

2. FINANCIAL IMPACT
N/A

3. ACTION OPTIONS/RECOMMENDATION
N/A

City Council
Agenda Item Report
June 20, 2019
Contact – Emmitt Jackson, Chief of Police,
817-641-7831
chiefjackson@keenetx.com
SUBJECT: Deliberation and possible action regarding direction from City Council
on the City’s Animal Control Ordinance

1.

BACKGROUND

As council is aware, the city has an animal ordinance which directs the Animal Control Officer
to pick up and take into custody any aggressive animal that is at large. This issue was brought
before council, and ordinance changed, May 17, 2018.

2.

ANALYSIS

The City of Keene Ordinance that covers animals, Chapter 94, was passed in 1987. This
ordinance covers the responsibilities of animal control and defines the city’s position on how
to deal with animals that are at large.
The code, in section 94.01, defines an animal to be “at large” as follows:
“An animal that is not confined to the premises of its owner by a fence of sufficient strength
and height to prevent the animal from escaping therefrom, inside the house or other enclosure,
or secured on the premises by a leash of sufficient strength to prevent the animal from
escaping from the premises, and so arranged that the animal will remain upon the premises
when the leash is stretched to full length in any direction, or when under direct supervision of
owner or agent.”
Prior to the change in ordinance, section 94.46, which deals with impoundment of dogs and
cats, stated:
“The Animal Control Officer shall take into custody any dog or cat found at large within the city
and shall impound the animal in the city shelter or other place as may be designated for the
purpose of impoundment. If it is possible to identify the owner by an identification tag, rabies
tag, city license or other reasonable means the owner shall be notified by the Animal Control
Department. The impounded animal shall be held for a period of three working days and at
the end of this period, if the animal has not been claimed and the proper fees paid as

prescribed herein, the dog or cat shall be put up for adoption or disposed of in a humane
manner.”
Current Animal Control protocol is to respond to calls regarding an animal at large and pick
up the animal if the animal is aggressive, has bitten a human, or is threatening a human or
another animal. Dogs or cats that are merely stray or loose are not picked up by animal
control or police officers.
This was done for several reasons:
1) The animal control officer is also the code enforcement agent for the city. Caring for nonaggressive stray animals that would be brought into the shelter would require a good deal
of time and expenditure to feed, water, and care for the animals that are being housed.
2) Absent a full-time animal control officer, the Keene Animal Shelter is not a viable location
for an increased number of animals. Ordinance requires the adoption or “humane
disposal” of the animals after three business days. The previous animal control officer,
Tracey Glenn, spent a large portion of her time getting to know, photographing, advertising
and caring for animals in order to get them adopted instead of euthanized. This is not
reasonable to expect from an animal control officer who is splitting time between animal
control and code enforcement.
3) Surrounding cities have already been approached about taking in the City of Keene’s
unclaimed or stray animals on a contract basis. Each either declined or proposed a
solution that was cost prohibitive. Also, a contract with the SPCA was explored previously
and council was not comfortable with the requirements of this contract.

3.

FISCAL IMPACT

Reducing the number of animals captured and housed in the city’s animal shelter has led to
a definite reduction in expenditure for the care of animals within the shelter.

4.

CITY STRATEGIC GOALS:

Clarification of the existing ordinance pertaining to animals.

5.

ACTION/RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends retaining the language of Section 94.46 of the Keene Code of Ordinances,
which reads:
“The Animal Control Officer shall take into custody any dog or cat found at large within the city
and that has exhibited aggression, has bitten a human, or that is threatening a human or
other animal, and shall impound the animal in the city shelter or other place as may be
designated for the purpose of impoundment.”
Any changes to the existing Ordinance will need to be brought back as a Draft Ordinance with
appropriate publication and public hearing.

