PROCLAMATION
Purple Heart City
Whereas, the City of Keene, Texas and our community have a great admiration and
the utmost gratitude for all the men and women who have, and are, selflessly serving
their country and this community in the Armed forces; and
Whereas, Veterans have paid the high price of freedom by leaving their families and
communities and placing themselves in harm’s way for the good of all; and,
Whereas, the contributions and sacrifices of the men and women who served the
Armed Forces have been vital in maintaining the freedoms and way of life enjoyed by
our citizens; and
Whereas, many men and women in uniform have given their lives while serving in the
Armed Forces; and
Whereas, citizens of our country have received the Purple Heart Medal as a result of
being wounded while engaged in combat with an enemy force, construed as a singularly
meritorious act of essential service; and
Whereas, the City of Keene seeks to remember and recognize veterans who are
recipients of the Purple Heart Medal; and
Whereas, I proclaim the City of Keene, Texas to be a Purple Heart City, honoring the
service and sacrifice of our nation’s men and women in uniform, wounded or killed by
the enemy while serving to protect our freedoms.
THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF KEENE, TEXAS as follows:
Now, therefore, be it resolved on this 2nd day of July 2020, I, Gary Heinrich, Mayor of
the City of Keene supports the City of Keene becoming a Purple Heart City in
recognition of our communities Purple Heart Medal recipients.

__________________________
Gary Heinrich, Mayor
_____________________________
Diane Helms, City Secretary
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MOLLY MARTIN, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
AGENDA ITEM # 4: DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO APPOINT A CANDIDATE (CARL
WRIGHT) TO FILL THE OPEN SEAT FOR THE REMAINING TERM ON THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
BOARD (TYPE A).

On Wednesday, June 24, 2020, at a Special Called meeting, the Economic
Development Corporation (Type A) voted unanimously to approve the
application from Carl Wright as a new board member to fill the vacancy on
the board. His term will start July 15, 2020 and end March 2022.
The board is asking for councils’ approval to appoint Carl Wright to the Aboard.
Attachments:
Copy of Carl Wright’s application

Thank you.
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MOLLY MARTIN, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
AGENDA ITEM # 5: DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO APPOINT A CANDIDATE (JASON
HAMILTON) TO FILL THE OPEN SEAT FOR THE REMAINING TERM ON THE ECONOMIC BUSINESS
BOARD (TYPE B).

On Tuesday, June 16, 2020 the Economic Business Development Board
(Type B) voted unanimously to approve the application of Jason Hamilton as
a new board member to fill the vacancy on the board. His term will start July
21, 2020 and end March 2022.
The board is asking for councils’ approval to appoint Jason Hamilton to the
B-board.
Attachments:
Copy of Jason Hamilton’s application

Thank you.
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Michael Boese, City Manager
817-641-3336
CITYMANAGER@KEENETX.COM

SUBJECT:

1.

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-614 AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF CREDIT
CARDS FOR PAYMENT OF FEES, FINES, COURT COSTS AND OTHER CHARGES;
PROVIDING FOR A PROCESSING FEE FOR CREDIT CARD PAYMENT OF FEES,
FINES, COURT COSTS AND OTHER CHARGES; PROVIDING FOR A SERVICE
CHARGE IF PAYMENT BY CREDIT CARD IS NOT HONORED.

BACKGROUND/HISTORY
In May of 2017, the city made an administrative decision to stop charging
credit card processing fees to pay municipal fees including fines, court costs,
or other charges. At the time, city officials believed it would increase credit
card usage and online payments if the city paid the processing fee.

2.

FINDINGS/CURRENT ACTIVITY
In FY18, the city paid $9,724.00 in credit card processing fees from Water &
Sewer, and $1,219.00 from Municipal Court.
In FY19, the city paid $24,935.00 in credit card processing fees from Water &
Sewer, and $3,859.00 from Municipal Court.
For the current fiscal year of 2020, the city budgeted $25,000 from Water &
Sewer and $9,000 from Municipal Court to pay credit card processing fees.
FY20 to date, the city has paid $7,570.70 in credit card processing fees from
Water & Sewer, and $979.24 from Municipal Court.
Overall, paying credit card processing fees has cost the city $42,230.16 from
Water & Sewer and $6,057.75 from Municipal Court.
The cities of Alvarado, Cleburne, Crowley, Grandview, Joshua, Rio Vista, and
Venus currently charge a credit card processing fee. This ordinance will allow
the City to charge a credit card processing fee of 2.75%, which is the total cost

for processing a credit card payment. The city will not make revenue from the
credit card processing fee.
The City offers different options to pay fees, fines, and court costs without using
a credit card.
3.

FINANCIAL IMPACT
Passing this ordinance could save the city up to $25,000 in Water and Sewer,
and up to $9,000 in Municipal Court costs annually.

4.

ACTION OPTIONS/RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends City Council pass Ordinance No. 2020-614.

5.

ENCLOSURES
Ordinance No. 2020-614

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-614

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF KEENE, TEXAS AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF
CREDIT CARDS FOR PAYMENT OF FEES, FINES, COURT COSTS AND OTHER CHARGES;
PROVIDING FOR A PROCESSING FEE FOR CREDIT CARD PAYMENT OF FEES, FINES,
COURT COSTS AND OTHER CHARGES; PROVIDING FOR A SERVICE CHARGE IF PAYMENT
BY CREDIT CARD IS NOT HONORED; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, the City of Keene is a "Home-Rule" municipality established by the laws of the
State of Texas.

WHEREAS, generally, Chapter 132 of the Texas Local Government Code authorizes the governing
body of a municipality to authorize a municipal official who collects, fees, fines, court costs and other
charges to accept payment by credit card and further authorizes the collection of a processing fee for
use of a credit card and the collection of a service charge if a credit card is not honored by the credit
card company;

WHEREAS, more specifically as it relates to authorizing the processing fee, Chapter 132, Section
132.002(b) and (c) of the Texas Local Government Code authorizes the governing body of a
municipality to authorize a municipal official who collects fees, fines, court costs or other charges to
accept payment by credit card and to collect a fee for processing the payment by credit card;
WHEREAS, more specifically as it relates to the processing fee amount, Chapter 132, Section
132.003(b) of the Texas Local Government Code authorizes a municipality to set a processing fee in
an amount that is reasonably related to the expense incurred by the municipality in processing the
payment by credit card. However, the governing body may not set the processing fee in an amount that
exceeds five percent (5%) of the amount of the fee, fine, court cost, or other charge being paid;

WHEREAS, more specifically as it relates to a service charge fee for credit card not honored, Chapter
132, Section 132.004 of the Texas Local Government Code states that if, for any reason, a credit card
payment is not honored by the credit card company on which the funds are drawn, the municipality may
collect a service charge from the person who owes the fee, fine, court cost, or other charge. The service
charge is in addition to the original fee, fine, court cost or other charge and is for the collection of the
original amount. The service charge fee is the same amount as a fee charged for the collection of a
check drawn on an account with insufficient funds;
WHEREAS, the Keene City Council has determined that acceptance of credit cards is beneficial to the
City and its citizens' public convenience and should be authorized without all citizens incurring the costs
for it;

WHEREAS, the Keene City Council recognizes that the City incurs additional expenses to accept credit
card payments and shall set the processing fee in an amount that is reasonably related to the expenses
incurred;
WHEREAS, the Keene City Council wants to authorize a credit card processing fee for all municipal
fees, fines, court costs, or other charges.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KEENE, TEXAS,
THAT:

Section 1. The foregoing recitals are incorporated into this Ordinance by reference as findings of fact
as if expressly set forth herein.
Section 2. The City of Keene Code of Ordinances are hereby amended by adding this Ordinance to
read as follows:
Use of Credit Cards for Payment Due to the City.
(a) Credit Card use authorized. Each official employed by the City of Keene who, as
part of that employment, collects fees, fines, court costs, or other charges from members of the public
that are due to the City is authorized to accept credit cards as payment for such fees, fines, court costs,
and other charges.
(b) Amount of Processing Fee. For each municipal fee, fine, court cost, or other charge
that is paid by credit card, a processing fee in an amount equal to two point seven five percent (2.75%)
of the amount of the fee, fine, court cost, or other charge shall be added, as authorized by Section
132.003(b), Texas Local Government Code.
.
(c) Service Charge. If for any reason a payment by credit card is not honored by the
company on which the funds are drawn, the officer shall collect from the member of the public who
attempted to pay by credit card an additional service charge in an amount equal to the fee then being
charged for the collection of a check drawn on an account with insufficient funds, as authorized by
Section 132.005, Texas Local Government Code.

Section 3. Severability. It is hereby declared to be the intention of the City Council of the City of
Keene that the phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs, and sections of this Ordinance are severable,
and it any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Ordinance should be declared
unconstitutional by valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, such
unconstitutionality shall not affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs or
sections of this Ordinances, since the same would have been enacted by the City Council without
incorporation in this ordinance of any such unconstitutional phrases, clause, sentence, paragraph or
section.
Section 4. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall become effective and shall be in full force and effect
on and after its passage and publication as required by state law.
PASSED AND APPROVED at a regular meeting of the City Council of Keene, Texas, on this the _____ day
of _______________, 2020.
ATTEST:
________________________________
Gary Heinrich, Mayor of the City of Keene

__________________________
City Secretary

